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Introduction: 
 
To make the software easy to use, Platts Sarus allows you to create and maintain a list (or profile) of the 
series you want to use from the thousands of available on the Platts Dispatch FTP feed. This list is maintained 
by the Profile manager and stored locally on the PC.    
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Launching the Program 
 
The program can be run from within the Sarus Spreadsheet (using the “Platts Database/Profile Organiser 
Menu”) or the main Sarus Charting application by clicking on the “Utilities/Organise your Profile” menus. 
Alternatively it can be run from the Sarus program directory by double clicking on the Activate.exe application 
located in the Sarus Database directory. 
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The Main Screen 
 
The main program window contains both a File and Help menu and is split into three main panes or panels.  
 

1. The ‘Folders’ pane on the left contains all available Platts FTP Dispatch categories. 
2. The ‘Series’ pane (top right) contains all series in the Category selected in the Folder pane.  
3. The ‘Profile’ pane (bottom right) contains the series currently active on this terminal.     

 

 
 

Fig 1. The Profile Manager Main Screen 
 

 
You will notice that in the ‘Folders Series’ pane (pane 2), some series have a red flag to the left of their 
description. This identifies series that are already active on this terminal (in pane 3). 
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Activating a Series: 
 
To activate a series (add it to the profile on this terminal), double click on a category required in the ‘Folders’ 
pane. The series available in that category will be displayed in the ‘Series’ pane (see Fig 1). You can then double 
click on any series to activate them.  Once activated, a flag will appear to the left of the series name and the 
series will be added to the Profile.  

 
If drag and drop is enabled (see the File/Settings menu), you can simply drag and drop them to the ‘Profile’ 
Pane. If series details needed to be edited then you will be asked to supply these details. See ‘Series Properties’ 
later in this section for more information 
 
Please refer to the settings section for information on enabling or disabling drag and drop features. 
 
Once you have added the series you can save your profile using the ‘File’ menu. You can also backup and reload 
a saved version of your profile.  If you attempt to exit the program without saving, you will be asked if you wish 
to save any changes before exiting. 
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Series Details: 
Platts Sarus stores information about every series in the database. This information includes a long and short 
description and conversion factors that allow series to be converted to US$ per Barrel, US$ per Metric Ton or US 
cents per Gallon. If this information is not available in the Sarus Database, you will be requested to supply using 
the form below.   
  
 

 
Fig 2.  Series details form 

 
 
The fields required are: 
 

• Description: Type in a long description for the series. 
 
• Unit: Select a unit of measurement from the drop down list. 
 
• Key: Type in a short name for the series. 
 
• Conversions: Type in an operator followed by a number. E.g. /. 42 or *7.62. 

The Conversions required show how to convert this series to display as US$ 
per Barrel or US$ per Metric Ton. If a conversion is not possible, select ‘/1’ as 
a conversion.  Please  contact support@sarus.com for assistance.  
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The Folder pane 
The left pane of the main window contains a tree list of all the possible categories available from Platts 
FTP Dispatch. Categories that you have access to will have a yellow document symbol before their 
descriptions. Double click on a category name to load it into the Series pane (see below). 
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The Series pane 
The top right pane of the main window contains the series that are available from the category selected 
in the ‘Folders’ pane. The first column may contain a flag symbol to indicate that that series is already 
active. The other columns contain the series details, some of which can be edited. You can sort the 
series by clicking on a column header and a pop-up menu is available when the right mouse button is 
clicked 
 

 
 

Fig 3. The ‘Series’ pop-up menu. 
 

There are five options available in the Folder Series Popup menu 
 

• View Columns: Choose which columns to display.  
 
• Copy: Will copy selected series to the application Clipboard to allow them to be pasted 

in the Profile pane. 
 

• Filter: Allows you to view only certain series. You can apply up to 3 filters on the code, category 
or description fields.   Once selected, click OK to apply. 

 
 

 
 

Fig 4. The Filter Window. 
 

• Clear Filter: Removes the filter and displays all series available in the Category. 



 
• Series Properties:  This option allows you to change the descriptions or conversion 

factors for one or more selected series. 
 

 
You can edit the settings than click on the OK button to save the changes or Cancel to return to 
the main window.  
 
Note: If you are editing more than one series the fields will be blank unless all of the selected 
series have the same data in that field. Any changes made will be applied to all the series selected. 
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The Profile pane 
 
The bottom pane contains the series that are currently active in your computer.   As with the Selected Category 
pane the displayed series can be sorted by clicking on a column header and a pop-up menu is available when the 
right mouse button is clicked. 
 

 
 

Fig 5. The Active Profile Pane pop-up Menu. 
 

 
There are seven options available in the Series Popup menu 

 
• View Columns: Choose which columns to display.  
 
• Filter:  Allows you to view only certain series. You can apply up to 3 filters on the code, category 

or description fields.   Once selected, click OK to apply. 
 
• Clear Filter: Removes the filter and displays all series available in the Category. 

 
• Delete:  Will remove selected series from the Profile list. 

 
• Copy: Will copy selected series to the application Clipboard to allow them to be pasted 

in the Profile pane. 
 
• Paste:  If series were copied from the ‘Series’ pane, they can be pasted into the Profile 

at the current selected position 
 

• Series Properties:  This option allows you to change the descriptions or conversion 
factors for one or more selected series. Please see the ‘Folders Pane’ section above for 
more detailed information. 

. 
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The File Menu: 
   

 
 

Fig 6. The File Menu. 

 
 

The File Menu has four options. 
 

• Profile:  Allows you to save and restore your Profile list. 
• Quick Save:  Saves the Profile. 
 
• Save & Exit:   Saves the profile and exits. 
 
• Exit:     Exit the Program. You will be prompted if changes have been made and asked if 

you want to save them before exiting. 
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The Help Menu: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Fig 7. The ‘Help’ menu. 
 

The Help Menu has four options. 
 

• Find: Locate a plats code or category in the Platts Folder Pane 
 
• Enable Category Editor:   Sarus internal feature 

 
• About:   Displays the contact information and software version numbers. 
 
• Settings:   The settings form has 2 tabs, ‘General’ and ‘Futures’.  
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Fig 8. The ‘General’ tab of the settings form. 
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The ‘General’ Tab has 6 options 
 

• Save window settings. This option determines if the applications window size 
and location are saved when exiting the program. 

 
• Allow multiple series in Profile: This option allows more than one entry in the 

profile for any one series. 
 
• Allow column sorting in Profile:  This option allows you to sort the Profile series 

by any column. Remember that when you save the Profile, this order will be saved 
too.  

 
• Allow Drag and Drop in Profile:  This option allows you to drag series from the 

‘Selected Category’ pane and drop them in the ‘Active Profile’ Pane. You can also re-
order series in the ‘Active Profile’ Pane by dragging them to a new position. 

 
• Show Hidden Records:  Not used in current version. 
 
• Check Category File Exists.  If set ON, this option displays a different symbol if 

categories are not available on this PC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

Fig 9. The ‘Futures’ tab of the settings form. 
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The ‘Futures’ Tab has 3 options  
These options control how spot and nearby Futures contracts are displayed: 
 

• Nearby Contracts to display: The number of Nearby contracts to display. 
 
• Spot months forward to display:  The number of months out to display for Spot Futures 

contracts 
 
• Expired Spot contracts to display: The number of expired spot futures contracts to  

display when activating a Spot futures contract. 
 

 
 

When finished, click ‘OK’ to save changes or ‘Cancel’  to abandon any changes. 
 
 




