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Loading Data into a Worksheet 

To load some data series into an Excel spreadsheet (in the current workbook), simple click on the  ‘Platts 
Database’ menu to display the dropdown menu and select the ‘Load Platts Data’ option to display the 
form below.   The form has three main selection panels “Custom Folders”, “Profile grid” and “Selected grid”.
Each panel has a popup menu that is activated by right clicking the mouse
in the panel. The popup menu options are explained in some detail below.

Fig 3. The ‘Load Data Series’ form. Top 

  •   Profile Gr id. 
The ‘Profile Grid’ contains a list of all the series currently� activ�e on this PC. Double click on 
one to add it to the ‘Selection grid’ where it will be �l�o�a�ded into Excel.  Right  �c�lick in the 
grid for a popup menu where you ca�n search, filter the list  codes� �a�n�d� edit series properties.

• Custom Folders . 
The ‘Custom Folders’ panel contains user defined ‘folders’ that contain lists of series that are in the 
profile. The purpose of the folders is to easily organise the series by product or region  making it easy 
to locate series that are required frequently.  Simply drag one or more series from the ‘Profile Grid’ 
and drop it on a folder to add them.  When you then click on a folder, the ‘Profile Grid’ displays only 
the series in the folder. Click on the first folder item ‘All Series’ to  see all the series in the profile.

 Right click for a popup menu where you can create and rename folders.
RRRiggghhhttt cccliccckkk fooorrr aaa pppooopppuuuppp mmmeeennnuuu wwwhhheeerrreee yyyooouuu cccaaannn filttteeerrr nd search the list for specifiiic words or codes. Yooou 
can lso   edit    You   can select series by clicking   on   theeem in conjunction with the ‘CCContttrol’ and 
‘Shift‘ keys. 

TTToooppp   

•   Selected Grid. 
The ‘S�e�l�e�c�t�e�d Grid’ contains a list of t�h�e� �s�e�r�i�e�s � �r�e�a�dy� �t�o� �b�e� �l�o�a�d�e�d� �i�n�t�o� Ex�c�e�l�.�  Right �c�lick in 
the grid for a popup menu where you c �h�a�n�g�e� �t�h�e� �d�i�s�p�l�ay� �o�r�d�e�r� �o�f� �t�h�e� �s�e�r�i�e�s,� �r�e�m�o�v�e� �a� 
�s�e�r�i�e�s� �o�r� �c�h�a�n�g�e� �i�t�’�s� �p�r�o�p�e�r�t�i�e�s�.

I�f� �a� �s�e�r�i�e�s� �i�s� �a� �‘H�i�g�h�’� �o�r� �‘�L�o�w�’ � �a�s�s�e�s�s�m�e�n�t,� y�o�u� �c�a�n� �c�h�o�o�s�e� �t�o� �h�a�v�e� Ex�c�e�l� �l�o�a�d� �t�h�e� �‘�m�e�a�n�’� �o�f� 
�t�h�e� H�i�g�h� &� �L�o�w� �by� �c�h�e�c�k�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �‘M�e�a�n�’� �c�h�e�c�k�b�ox�.�  �Y�o�u� �c�a�n� �c�h�e�c�k� �t�h�e� �‘F�i�l�l�e�d�’� � �c�h�e�c�k�b�ox� �t�o� 
�i�n�s�t�r�u�c�t� Ex�c�e�l� �t�o� �f�i�l�l� �a�l�l� �m�i�s�s�i�n�g� �p�r�i�c�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �v�a�l�i�d� �p�r�i�c�e�.� �T�h�e� �‘F�i�l�l�e�d�’� �f�e�a�t�u�r�e� �i�s� 
�u�s�e�f�u�l� �w�h�e�n� �c�o�m�p�a�r�i�n�g� M�o�n�t�h�ly� �o�r� P�o�s�t�e�d� �p�r�i�c�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �d�a�i�ly� �p�r�i�c�e�s�.
� nu where you ca�n search, filter the list  codes� �a�n�d� edit series properties.
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• Frequency: 

This option allows you to have Sarus calculate some time averages for the selected series 
The frequency options are: Daily, Weekly, Half Monthly, Monthly, 3 Monthly, 6 monthly and 
Yearly. 

• Average: 

Use the ‘Average’ drop down menu to select if (non-daily frequency) series are calculated as: 

• Straight:  A 5-day average where holidays and missing prices are ignored (for example, if 
Monday were a holiday then you would get a 4 day average for that week).  This is the 
average normalll   y used. 

• 5-Day Filled:  A filled forward weekday average where, if a holiday occurs, the previous 
valid price is used and the week’s prices are then divided by 5. 

• 7-Day Filled:  A filled forward 7-day average where the Friday’s price is used for the 
Saturday and Sundays and then the week’s prices are divided by 7. 
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• Unit: 

Sarus holds conversion factors that allow the series to be converted to Dollars/Barrel, Dollars per 
Metric Tonne and cents per Gallon (where possible).  When series are loaded, these conversions are 
applied. The option ‘None’ loads the series with no conversion. 

• Mean: 

If the series has both a high and low price then you can select either one and if the mean checkbox 
is checked, Sarus automatically loads both series and calculates the mean price. 

• Filled: 

This option will fill missing prices with the previous value.  This is useful if comparing non daily 
series (posted or monthly prices) with daily series. 

• Start Date: 

This option allows you to select the earliest date to load from the selected series. Click on the 
button and select a (weekday) date using the window below.  

• Days: 

This option allows you to select a user defined rolling number of days.  

• End Date: 

This option allows you to select the last date to load from the selected series.  

• Filter: 

The filter window allows you to view and select series that contain only certain words. 
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Fig 4. The Filter window 
 

Type in the filter words and only series containing these words will be displayed together with your 
currently selected series. To clear a filter, click on the ‘Clear’ button then the ‘OK’ button.  
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Displaying the selected series: 
 
Once you have completed your selection, click on the ‘OK’ button to display the data.  You will be 
asked if you wish to create a new sheet. You will then be given the opportunity to change the 
display order of the series and, if requested, a new sheet will be added to your workbook 
(otherwise the current sheet will be used and all data overwritten). 
 
In the example shown we have displayed 4 series as Monthly Straight averages beginning in 1999 
with a selected end date of April 4th, 2005. 

 

 
 

Fig 5. Microsoft Excel  displaying  4 data  series.  



You can now use the spreadsheet as you would any other spreadsheet with one added advantage, 
you can reload and refresh all the data by clicking on the ‘Platts Database’ menu then selecting 
the ‘Refresh open Platts Sheets’ option.  
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Templates 

 
Templates are files that contain logical groups of series that you wish to store so that you can reuse then 
easily in new spreadsheets. For example, you may have a set of  “European Products” and  “Asian 
Products” that you use frequently. Saving these series as a template means that these series can be 
reloaded instantly without searching and filtering names. A template also holds Units of measurement, 
Average and frequency details together with the saved date range for the series.  

 
Load a Template: 
To load a template, click on the ‘Platts Database’ menu followed by the ‘Load a Template’ 
menu. If a template has been saved then the window below will be displayed. 

 
Select the template you require from the list and click on the ‘Load’ button. The template will be 
loaded into the ‘Load Data Series’ window (See ‘Loading Data into the Workbook’ section earlier) 
and the series and settings from the template file will be selected. 

 
Save a Template: 
To save a template, click on the ‘Platts Database’ menu then the ‘Save Worksheet as 
Template’ menu. Enter a name and click on the ‘Save’ button. 
 
Delete a Template: 
To delete a template, click on the ‘Platts Database’ menu then the ‘Delete a Template’ menu. 
Enter a name and click on the ‘Delete’ button. 
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About Sarus Spreadsheet 
This option shows the ‘About’ box displays the Sarus Spreadsheet version number and issue date.  
If you have a problem with the Sarus Spreadsheet, please send this information to support@sarus.com 
with an explanation of the problem.   If the problem can be recreated in the workbook, please also send 
the profile.cds file located in your Sarus directory and the workbook showing the problem. 
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Trademarks 
 
Sarus is a trademark of Sarus Systems Ltd. 
Platts and Dispatch are trademarks of McGraw Hill Ltd. 
Windows 98, 2000, NT, XP and Excel are trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation. 
All other trademarks and copyrights acknowledged 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 
Sarus Systems Ltd. makes no representations or warranties with respect to the contents hereof and 
specifically disclaims any implied warranties of merchant ability or fitness for any particular purpose. Sarus 
Systems Limited disclaim responsibility of such data, software or documentation that is included with the 
system or supplied at a later stage.  
 
All data included in the distribution medium is, in itself, protected by copyright. Further, Sarus Systems 
Ltd. reserves the right to revise this publication and make changes from time to time in the content 
thereof without obligation of Sarus Systems Ltd 
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Contact Details: 

 
If you have any questions, please contact:  
 
Sarus Systems   Tel: +44 1842 829000.   
 
Email:    support@sarus.com 
   support@sarus.co.nz 
 
 
Your local Platts office:  support@platts.com 
 
 
Or visit our web site at  http:// www.sarus.com  
 
 
 
Both this software and the data are protected by international copyright and cannot 
be used without the express written permission from its owners. 
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